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2 FROM LIEGE TO THE SCHELDT 

than the horrors concentrated between the Belgian 
frontier and Liege, or between the Demer and the 
Senne. 

The right wing of the invaders was formed by 
the armies of von Kluck and von Biilow. 
Screened by the covering force on their northern 
flank, these two armies poured through the gap 
between the Belgian fortresses of Antwerp and 
Namur — von Kluck on the right and von Biilow 
on the left (von Kluck's right flank columns 
wheeled through Brussels). Moving abreast in 
an immense curve, they crossed the Scheldt and 
the Sambre, the Somme and the Oise and the 
Marne, and were defeated on the lines of the 
Grand and the Petit Morin. At the end of their 
advance they were still abreast, but their fronts 
were facing south instead of west, and they were 
due east of Paris. 

"At Rosoux,"^ wrote one of von Kluck's 
soldiers in his diary on Aug. 17th, "wine by 
the cask. We live like God in France; the villa 
of a Belgian General supplies everything." The 
soldier had anticipated his objective, for Rosoux 
lay within the first stage of his march — from Li6ge 
to the Scheldt. He and his fellows committed 
many worse outrages than drunkenness and 



' Bryce pp. 170-1. 
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4 FROM LiSlGE TO THE SCHELDT 

At Wavre fifty-eight houses were burnt, and a 
Belgian despatch rider,' who traversed the town 
after the Gennans had passed, saw the body of 
a girl lying on the pavement. It was naked, and 
had been ripped open. Yet on Aug. 27th, after 
these events, the Burgomaster of Wavre received 
the following communication from the German 
Lieutenant-General von Nieber': — 

" On Aug. 22nd, 1914, the General Com- 
manding the Second Army, General von Biilow, 
imposed on the town of Wavre a war levy of 
3,000,000 francs, payable before Sept. ist, to 
expiate the heinous conduct, contrary to Inter- 
national Law and the customs of war, of which 
the inhabitants were guilty in making a surprise 
attack on the German troops. . . . The town of 
Wavre will be set on fire and destroyed if the 
payment is not made when due, without dis- 
tinction of persons; the innocent will suffer with 
the guilty." 

It was " contrary to International Law," as 
formulated in the Hague Convention of 1907 
concerning the Laws and Customs of War on 
Land, to impose a collective penalty on Wavre 
for the acts of individual inhabitants, even if these 
acts were serious and beyond dispute. In the case 
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Namur. So long as they encountered no resist- 
ance from the Belgian Army they spared the 
civilians their lives, and chiefly plundered and 
burned. At Auire-Eglise they only killed three 
civilians, but plundered 150 houses out of 232. 
They plundered another 150 houses at Ramillies, 
and burned 22 (out of 176). At Noville-sur- 
Mekaigne they plundered 185 and burned 3 out of 
197 ; at Tkorembais 250 and 3 out of 269. In the 
Canton of Perwez they plundered 527 and burned 
9 altogether. Then, on Aug. 19th, von Biilow's 
Uhlans were checked by Belgian outposts at 
Otiignies^ on the line of the Dyle, a few miles 
above Wavre. One Uhlan was wounded and two 
were killed. 

Early next morning the Belgian troops retired, 
and the Germans poured into Ottign^s and 
Mousty — a village half an hour's distance off. 
They fired frantically in the air; they fired at 
people who tried to run away; they began to 
plunder the houses and set them on fire. The 
majority of the civilians were herded together in 
the square — we have the narrative of one of them 
who was carried away captive with 104 other men, 
and was only released at Gembloux on Aug. 27th. 
The story is completed by the diaries of the Ger- 
mans themselves. "At Ottignies yesterday even- 

* Anns. 5 and 6 ; Bland p. 138. 
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16 FitOM THE SCHELDT TO THE OlSE 

from the children, who were not allowed to 
return. 

The Germans entered Lakotissoye " on Aug. 
30th, pillaged the shops and houses, rifled the 
linen from the drawers, and slaughtered the cattle. 
They raped a woman of eighty, and murdered a 
man of sixty-five. He was found in his cellar, 
with a bullet in his heart, on the following day. 

Pont'Noyelle^ too, was plundered on Aug. 
30th. A paralysed man, who could not open his 
gate quickly enough for the Germans' satisfac- 
tion, was ridden down by an officer on a horse. 
The Germans stole seven or eight hundred bottles 
of his wine, and compelled him to witness their 
debauch, forcing a pickelhaube on to his head, 
and treating him with every kind of indignity. 
They stole his provisions, plate and horses, and 
jewels to the value of more than 1,500 francs. At 
Querrieu^ a refugee returning to look after his 
cattle was killed by a sabre-stroke in the stomach. 
All but four of the houses in Querrieu were plun- 
dered, and two were burnt. 

At Mencouri-suT-Somme^ three German sol- 
diers dragged a girl of seventeen into a cellar, 
violated her in succession, and seized aij the 

" Five 105-7. 
« Five 101-4. 
'* Five 108-111. 
** Five 90-4. 
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18 FROM THE SCHELDT TO THE OISE 

plosion," states the cur^ of Framerville, " and 
then the house took fire immediately. Each time 
a building was burning they played a pianola 
which they had taken from M. Fran9ois 
Foucard's house." At Proyart, while M. Wable's 
house was in flames, they had danced to the sound 
of a gramophone. 

At Maucourt,'* on Aug. 29th, a German cyclist 
patrol found four agricultural labourers sitting in 
a cafe. He levelled his rifle at them, and two of 
them tried to escape. The German fired twice 
at the first, who dragged himself a hundred yards 
and then died. The second took refuge in a barn. 
More Germans then came up and demanded 
matches to burn the barn over his head, but find- 
ing none they put five bullets into his brain. 
Next day they wounded a French dragoon from 
an ambush in the village, and finished him off 
with the butt-ends of their rifles in order to plunder 
his pockets. On Sept. 25th they returned in force 
to Maucourt, and when the French artillery 
opened on them they seized five men of the vil- 
lage as a screen to cover their retreat. " I was 
arrested," states one of these victims, " by a 
German sergeant with a serrated bayonet. . . . 
They immediately placed us in front of them, 
telling us that the French were going to kill us. 

" Fiveii4-i2i. 
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Choisy-au-Bac,*^ in the angle between the Oise 
and the Aisne, was entered by the Germans on 
Aug. 31st. "On Sept. ist and 2nd," states the 
town clerk, "they deliberately burned a quarter 
of the houses in Choisy, on the absolutely false 
pretext that they had been fired on. ^Before set- 
ting the houses on fire they pillaged the whole 
place under their officers' eyes. Two military 
doctors with Red Cross armlets pillaged Madame 
Binder's house with their own hands. The booty 
was carried off in carts stolen on the spot. Forty- 
five houses were destroyed." On. Sept. 8th the 
Germans shot in his garden an inhabitant of 
Choisy who had just returned from Compi^gne. 
They carried off four others on their retreat — one 
escaped, one is known to have been shot, and the 
others were not heard of again. 

(iii) Across the Oise. 

Between the junction of the Aisne and a point 
due north of Paris, von Kluck's Army made their 
passage of the Oise, and Comfiegne " was the first 
place they reached on the further bank of the river. 
From the famous Palace of Compi^gne only a few 
objects were taken, but Count Orsetti's chateau, 
facing it, was completely sacked — " especially by 

" One 416-S, 
** One 419-423. 
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24 ACROSS THE OISE 

to Creil." " They rame to Creil on Sept. 2nd," 
states the Mayor's Assessor, M. Georges, "and 
their occupation lasted till Sept. gth. There was 
wholesale pillage, and 43 houses were burnt by 
the enemy by means of fuses and grenades. To 
palliate these excesses, they alleged that they had 
been fired on by civilians, but I certify that this 
excuse is absolutely false. None of my fellow- 
citizens committed the slightest act of hostility. 
If shots were fired, they were fired at the moment 
of the Germans' entry by the French military 
engineers who were blowing up the bridge." This 
testimony is confirmed by the Germans them- 
selves, " Creil," writes a diarist ; " the iron bridge 
had been blown up. For this whole streets were 
burnt and civilians shot." — " I saw an Uhlan kill 
M, Parent," states a restaurant keeper at Creil, 
"as he was returning quietly from lunch. The 
Uhlan fired at a distance of seven or eight paces, 
and his victim was hit full in the chest and fell 
stiff. Four or five Uhlans threw themselves on 
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francs, but the colonel replied with a smile : " I 
am sorry, Madame, but it is war." The same non- 
commissioned oflScer forced another woman to lie 
with him by threatening her with his rifle — her 
husband was with the colours. Cripy-en-Valois " 
was entered on Sept. 2nd, and for four days 
the Germans poured through. The place was 
thoroughly pillaged — linen and jewellery were, as 
usual, most eagerly sought after, and all the safes 
were broken open. The Germans reached Villers- 
Saint-FTambourg,^ too, on Sept. 2nd, at 9 
o'clock at night. " They seized horses, slaughtered 
cattle, stole bicycles, and emptied nearly all the 
cellars." They also murdered here a civilian 
brought from Senlis " — tieing him to a post with 
his hands behind his back and bayoneting him 
to death. " He was not killed by bullets, for his 
stomach had been gashed open, and the wall 
behind him showed no trace of bullet-marks." 
That night at Vi Hers- Saint- Frambourg a soldier 
violated a woman, who took refuge with neigh- 
bours when the man had gone away. " I was well 
advised to do so," she remarks, " for numbers of 
soldiers came to my house, directed, no doubt, by 
the first. They broke the windows out of spite at 



M One 407- 
"One 396-7. 
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28 ACROSS THE OlSE 

civilians and drove them down the Rue de la 
Republique as a screen."" " I was acting as inter- 
preter between M. Dupuis and the Germans," 
states one woman, " not far from my house. The 
Germans dragged me off. My little daughter 
Claire, five years old, saw me in the middle of 
them and came running up. I asked permission to 
take her back to the house; the Germans refused. 
' If we are not fired on,' they said, ' you shall be 
released.' Then they made us walk down the 
middle of the road, while they themselves kept to 
the side. At a certain moment a shot came from 
a window — I saw a black face. The house was 
instantly riddled with bullets. Opposite the hos- 
pital, while we were still walking in the middle of 
the (German) troops, the Moroccans opened a 
fusillade. The Germans replied, and my child 
was wounded by a bullet in the thigh — the wound 
is not healed yet." " — " I was taken along to the 
neighbourhood of the hospital," states another 
inhabitant, " with various other civilians, and when 
the black troops fired on the Germans, the latter 
exposed uS' to the bullets and compelled us to 
walk in the middle of the road." 

Meanwhile, the Germans were setting the town 
on fire. " The enemy," states M. de Parseval, one 
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another witness " ; "it was eleven o'clock at 
night." 

The six other victims had already been mas- 
sacred. "On Sept. i2th," states the municipal 
clerk of the works,* " I went to Chamant lo see to 
the disinterment of M. Odent's body. I also had 
the bodies of six other persons who had been 
shot by the Germans disinterred. . . . All were 
perfectly well recognised and identified by 
members of their families. Some of them had 
wounds in the chest, others in the head." 

(iv) The Crossing of ike Marne. 

The treatment of Senlis on Sept. 2nd was the 
measure of what Paris had to expect within the 
next few days. At Gouvieux^^ east of Senlis in 
the direction of the Oise, Uhlan advance-guards 
fired on a woman driving with her son and 
daughter in a trap — the son and daughter died of 
their wounds; the mother, though seriously 
wounded, survived — and in the same commune a 
young man was murdered as he was bicycling 
along a road. Paris was barely twenty miles off, 
but at this point von Kluck suddenly changed 
direction, and, swerving aside from Paris, headed 
south-eastward for the Marne. 

« One 382. 
•" One 394. 
'" Five 84-7. 



86 THE CROSiSING OP THE MARNE 

going fashion, and the booty carried off in 
vehicles commandeered from the inhabitants. 
Mary-suT-Marne,^^ too, was plundered, and a cus- 
tomer was killed here at a bar by a German cavalry 
patrol. At Mary the Germans carried off their 
plunder in their own army carts. At May-en- 
Multien^ they carried it off in motor-lorries. 
Here, too, there was wanton firing on civilians — 
none were killed outright, but a woman lost her 
arm and died in hospital at Meaux." 

This was west of the Ourcq, but several of von 
Kluck's corps came down to the east of that river, 
moving from Compifegne through Villers-Cotterets. 
Near Vivihres^ in the Department of the Aisne, 
on Sept. 2nd, they shot an agricultural labourer 
seventy-seven years old. " My men were a little 
too quick," the German non-commissioned officer 
remarked — the old man had not heard, at 300 
yards, the officer's order to halt. At Damfleux^ 
on the edge of the forest, they shot a civilian from 
Villers-Cotterets. At NoToy-sur-Ourcq ** they 
murdered a garde-champetre, sixty-nine years old, 
in his cottage. He was found with his skull beaten 
in, lying in a pool of blood. At Chouy " they 

" One 20-1. 
" One 13-15- 
M One 16. 

''Five69-/[. 

" Five 67-8 ; cp, 62. 
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88 THE CROSSING OF TBE MARNE 

began again as each new corps arrived — as far as 
there was anything left to take. The total losses 
notified exceed 600,000 francs." 

Sablonnihes,*^ on the Petit Morin, was entered 
by the Germans on Sept. 4th. Their cavalry 
caught a civilian on a bicycle, and made him ride 
behind them when they were fired at by French 
chasseurs and were beating a retreat. An officer 
fired his revolver at him ; a trooper knocked him 
off his bicycle with his lance ; finally, they stripped 
him to the waist, and in four encounters with the 
' French compelled him to stand erect while they 
themselves took cover from the bullets. " On 
Sept. 4th," states a peasant of Sablonni^res, " I 
was minding my cows in a field near the village, 
when a German infantryman, who was lagging a 
little behind his column, knelt down and covered 
me with his rifle from about 150 yards off. I said 
to myself : ' He is not really going to fire at me,' 
but the thought was hardly in my mind when the 
rifle cracked and I received a bullet in the left 
cheek. You can see the scar." — " My commune 
was thoroughly pill^ed," states the Mayor of 
Sablonnieres. "A cane-trunk factory was par- 
ticularly badly looted. The stolen trunks were 
used for carrying off the rest of the plunder. A 
bicycle shop was also sacked, as well as a general 

" One 44-8. 
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40 THE CROSSING OF THE MARNE 

accompanied by extreme personal violence. An 
old man of seventy-nine was hit repeatedly over 
the head, had his watch stolen from him and 
800 francs, and was shot at with a revolver — the 
bullet grazed his forehead. A woman was beaten 
over the head and about the body, stripped naked, 
and kept for an hour and a half in this condition 
in the middle of a crowd of German soldiers. 
" Finally," she states, " they bound me to my 
counter and signified their intention of shooting 
me. There were quite a number of officers among 
them. At the moment when, without doubt, they 
were going to carry their threat out, they were 
called away to another house. They left me in 
charge of a soldier who told me he was an 
Alsatian. This soldier unbound me, and I 
escaped." The next day, Sept. 5th, they hanged 
a woman because she resisted their attempts to 
violate her (after looting her shop). " My feet," 
she states, " were already about twenty inches from 
the ground, when I managed to get my penknife 
out of my pocket, open it, and cut the cord. I fell 
to the ground, and my assailants began to be- 
labour me with blows. An officer, fetched by 
someone who had seen what was going on, ordered 
them to go away. They obeyed, but came back 
before long, and tried — unsuccessfully — to break 
open my shutters." 

CMap 1] 



42 THE CROSSING OF THE MARNE 

soldier showed the Town Clerk a bucket of petrol 
on the stairs : " If we are fired on, we shall send 
a shot into that bucket and burn the house with 
you in it." At 2 in the morning they were led 
out to be shot. The firing-party cleaned their 
arms and lined up opposite them; the prisoners 
stood thus for 20 minutes, then, instead, they were 
driven along with the army, and finally released 
on the road. There was the usual pillage at 
Coulommiers — plate, blankets, linen, boots and 
bicycjes were loaded on to motor-lorries and car- 
ried off. A woman was violated in the presence 
of her husband and children — the husband was 
terrorised by the assailants' arms. 

At Jouy-st^-Monn ** two Germans came into a 
house carrying looted bottles of champagne, and 
violated a girl of eighteen — the mother was kept' 
off with the bayonet by each soldier in turn ; the 
father was away. 

The chiteau of La Masure" in the commune 
of la Ferti-Gaucher, was visited by four Germans 
— one of them an officer — on Sept. 6th. There 
were three civilians on the premises — the owner, 
M. Quenescourt, aged 77; his maid, aged 54; and 
a woman of 40, the wife of a refugee, who was 
receiving shelter in the chateau, with her twelve- 

•" One 57. 

•^ One 58-9 ; Bland pp. 93-7 ; Bryce p. 195 {■= Bland pp. 93-5)- 
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44 THE CROSSING OF THE MABNE 

several others in the chest. . . . The officer then 
made me strip completely naked and violated me; 
he ordered me to make him coffee ; he forced me to 
lie with him all night, keeping his rifle within 
reach, and gripping me tight all the time to pre- 
vent me from getting away." In the morning the 
women had to prepare coffee and chocolate for 
the four Germans. The officer dragged in two 
male civilians, and stripped the younger woman 
naked in their presence. " He aimed his revolver 
at us several times, and looked about for petro- 
leum to fire the chateau and the farm. They all 
went off that morning about 8 o'clock. . . ." 

In the town of La Ferti-Gaucher^ the Germans 
broke into a house and violated a woman in the 
presence of her four-year-old child. Pressing 
on from the Grand Morin to the Aubetin, they 
entered Mauferthuis^ on Sept. 6th, seized a 
civilian from his house, and shot him at the other 
end of the street, as well as one of the hostages 
dragged hither from Vareddes.' They also seized 
and shot two caretakers in a neighbouring farm. 
In another farm, near Amtllis^ they violated a 
woman, attacking her with bayonets drawn and 
revolver in hand. At Beton-Bazoches ^ they vio- 

" Five 6o. 
»• One 37-43- 
' See p. 19 above. 
* Five 59. 
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That evening the Germans collected about eighty 
inhabitants of Sancy in a sheep-fold, and next 
morning early, when they evacuated the village, 
they carried thirty of them, including the cure, 
away. They took them to a bam, where a German 
Red Cross ambulance was stationed. " A German 
surgeon-major," states the cure, "said something 
to the " (German) " wounded, and these at once 
loaded four rifles and two revolvers. I saw that 
they were going to execute us. A French hussar, 
wounded and a prisoner, said to me : ' M. le cure, 
come and give me absolution; I am going to be 
shot, and then it will be your turn.' I fulfilled his 
wish, and then, unbuttoning my cassock, went and 
stood against the wall between the Mayor and 
another of my parishioners. But at that moment 
two French mounted chasseurs arrived and saved 
our lives, for the Germans surrendered to them 
immediately. The hussar and all my companions 
made off, and we returned to the village without 
any further incident." It was the turn of the tide. 
Von Kluck's Army was in retreat 

(v) From Liige to the Sambre. 

While von Kluck passed westward out of 
Brabant to the Scheldt, von Biilow, on his left, 
wheeled southward to the Sambre, and made his 
way to the Marne by more easterly routes. 

[FroQtispiece] 
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school, and the schoolmaster's house. For the six 
ensuing days they made requisitions without 
vouchers or payment in cash. Then, on Aug. 
30th, they drove all the inhabitants out. The 
latter, when at the end of a fortnight they were 
allowed to return, found that 98 out of 104 houses 
in their village had been pilli^ed. The same 
method of pillage after expulsion was applied to 
ten other neighbouring villages — notably Haul- 
chin, Bienne-les-H afpart, Peissant, Merbes-le- 
Ch&teau, and Sars-la-Buissiere — all situated in 
the obtuse-angle between the French frontier and 
the Sambre. The Germans admit (by excusing) 
their conduct in the statement" that at Peissant 
they found the doors and shutters of the houses 
barred and' loopholed — as doubtless they did, for 
the British troops had been before them in this 
district and had made preparations for defence. 

The French, too, on von Billow's main front, 
defended the line of the Sambre, and the civilian 
inhabitants of the towns and villages along the 
river were treated atrociously by von Billow's 
troops in revenge for the military resistance they 
encountered. 

At Monceau-sur-SamlfTe" on Aug. 22nd, the 
first Uhlans suffered casualties from French 

'" Gennan White Book, Appendix 52. 

" b i? ; xxii p. 142 ; Ann, 5 j R pp. 129-132 ; German White 
Book, Appendix 46. 
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Nov. 4th, 1916, seventy inhabitants of Monceau 
had died at the hands of the Germans altogether. 
The circumstances of the massacre were atrocious. 
An old man of seventy-seven was killed as he was 
leaving his burning house. Entire families were 
killed — in one case "* a father, a mother, and a boy 
eight years old. " The woman was shot point- 
blank in the courtyard of her house. The father, 
holding the child by the hand, took refuge in the 
garden ; they were discovered by a German soldier 
and were both shot dead." In another house- 
hold " they shot a boy of eighteen in the garjlen, 
carried off the other son and the father to the 
ChSteau Baslieu, and shot them there, with other 
civilian prisoners, against a wall. " They shot the 
son first ; then they compelled the father to stand 
close to his son's feet and to fix his eyes upon 
him, and shot him in that position." The boy shot 
in the garden had been carried into the house by 
the neighbours, at his mother's entreaty, and laid 
on a bed. Next morning the Germans asked what 
had happened to the corpse, and, hearing, piled 
straw round the bed and set it on fire — the whole 
house was burnt down. 

"At Monceau," as a German diarist" describes 
it, "when our work was done, we assembled out-' 
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without result. We continued on our way in the 
middle of the flames; from time to time we had 
to turn aside to avoid the corpses of civilians and 
horses lying in the streets." Twenty-four civilians 
were massacred at Marchienne; one of them was 
an old woman of seventy-four, and another a g^rl 
of seventeen, who had cried " Vive TAngleterre," 
mistaking the Germans for British troops. This 
girl's body was seen two days later lying in a field. 
" It was quite naked, and the breast was cut and 
covered with blood." 

" At last," continues the witness, " we arrived at 
Afontigny-le-Tilleul,^^ where we were shut up for 
the night in a small bam. About fifty people from 
Montigny — young men, old men, women, and 
babies in arms — were crowded in there as well. 
We were so crowded that we could not move. 
The heat was intolerable." 

Five more of the prisoners from Monceau were 
shot that night, and two inhabitjmts of Montigny 
were shot as well. But next morning the prisoners 
from Montigny were released, and only those from 
Monceau were driven on — against the French 
positions at Gozee, which the Germans were 
marching to attack. " All the big farms in the dis- 
trict of Gozie and Tkuillies were pillaged, and the 
fine horses carried away." 

" ™ip- "39- 
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Another, hiding in an oven, was wounded, and 
died the following day. Another woman was 
wounded in the nose, another in the back, another 
in the knee, another in the face. Six women 
testified to having been shot at and wounded by 
the Germans without provocation. In one house 
at Jumet, on the Brussels road, five women were 
living — the youngest sixteen, the eldest sixty- 
eight. "The Gennans put us in a field," they 
state, "where they bound us to five men. They 
told us that we should be shot. We remained there 
about twenty minutes. During this time the 
soldiers kept levelling their rifles at us and 
threatening us with their bayonets." 

Advancing from Jumet to Lo'delinsart,* the 
Germans were received by French machine-gun 
fire and ran amok. At Lodelinsart twenty-four 
civilians were killed. " I saw there," states the 
last witness, "the dead bodies of two young men. 
They had been shot. The neighbours told me 
that these two young men and their father had 
been bound together by the Germans, and that, 
after the two sons had been shot, one of the 
father's hands was cut off. He was taken to the 
civil hospital at Charleroi." — "At Jumet and 
Lodelinsart," another witness states," " I saw two 
German stretcher-bearers, who appeared to be 

» xxU pp. 137, 140. 
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dant, ordered every inhabitant having in his house 
a French or Belgian soldier, wounded or not, to 
notify the same at the H6tel-de-Ville, on penalty 
of being hanged himself and having his house 
burnt down. 

The Germans marched into Montigny-sur- 
Sambre on Aug. 22nd. " First," states a Belgian 
witness," " came the cyclists, about twenty ; then 
about fifty infantry ; then a good hundred Belgian 
hostages collected from the neighbouring villages, 
two or three of whom I knew personally — one F., 
a priest, and another priest whose name I do not 
know; then more cyclists, then more infantry. 
Then followed nearly three hundred hostages, 
generally five in a row, though sometimes only 
four. There was a large new rope round them, 
and the front, rear, and outside men had to hold 
it in their hands. They were escorted by soldiers 
with fixed bayonets. 

"A detachment halted in the street and put 
down their arms. The Belgians gave them every- 
thing they wanted — food, cigars, soap, towels, I 
think — so that they might have no harm done to 
them or their houses and shops. . . ." 

At this moment the French troops holding the 

crossing of the river opened fire on the Germans 

with two machine-guns posted outside the town. 

" The instant the French fired," continues the 

*> b 18. 
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school prepared for Red Cross work, with beds all 
ready but not yet occupied by wounded, was burnt. 
It was a lai^e building belonging to the Christian 
Brothers. Four of the latter wete among the 
hostages I saw at 10.30 p.m., and were very badly 
treated. An officer, on inquiring what that large 
building was which was on fire, and learning that 
it was the Christian Brothers' temporary hospital, 
said: 'That is stupid.' ** They marched the 
Christian Brothers to Somz^e, more than 20 kilo- 
metres away. They beat them and tore their 
clothes." 

The witness himself was seized as a hostage 
early on the morning of Aug. 23rd. " They 
chained me. with not keeping the population in 
order, and said I was responsible for civilians 
firing on the soldiers. I replied that 1 had told 
everyone not to fire on the soldiers, and that I 
was sure that they had not done so. I explained 
that it was the French who had fired, and pointed 
out the position of their machine-guns. An officer 
said : ' It was the Garde Civique.' They had 
been disbanded on the Friday night, but I had 
not time to tell fiim so. All tEeir rifles were in 
the H6tel-de-Ville. The Germans themselves 
bad found them there and destroyed them, and 

" Another officer sent a soldier to save a pricsfs house from 
burning, when appealed to by the priest's niece, who spoke 
German. 
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them away a little distance and I heard the shots. 
He was in such a rage he could hardly speak." 

Next morning the witness was released, and 
returned to Montigny with a pass. " I visited the 
hospital," he states, " and saw twenty-seven lying 
dead. . . . Several of them had been killed in the 
presence of their wives." 

At Bouffioulx^ on Aug. 22nd, ten civilians 
were killed — three of them being over sixty years 
of age. " I saw a man lying dead in the street," 
states a witness, " shot through the chest about 
fifty yards from his house. He was an old man 
of sixty-five, in his ordinary clothes. His brother- 
in-law told me, next day, that he had been dragged 
out of his house when he was alone there with his 
wife. ... In Bouffioulx about one-third of the 
houses were burnt down, and they tried to bum 
many others. I met one of my workmen sitting 
on his doorstep crying because they had burnt 
everything of his. I saw a friend dead in his 
house in the Chaussee d'Acoz. He had been shot 
in the chest, and his throat was cut." At Les- 
Tiennes the same witness saw twenty-five cottages 
burning. He saw two men shot by the Germans 
as they tried to get out of a cellar, through the 
grating, to escape from the flames. In a hospital 
he saw a man and his wife — the man had been 
shot in the chest while getting out of his cellar; 

" b 20; xxiip. 138, 
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hospital. Ten wounded French soldiers were 
burnt to death in this house, and the owner, an 
old man, was shot next day. Two other civilians 
were shot at Gougnies, one of them being eighty- 
three years old. 

At Hansinne, in the Canion of Walcouri, 
39 houses were burnt, at Hansinelle 73, at Sotmie 
34. " At Somzee," states a witness in the German 
White Book,** " a number of civilians were shot *' 
— because a German transport column was fired 
at by persons unascertained. In the Canton of 
Walcourt, 260 houses were burnt altogether. 

Von Billow's left flank columns crossed the 
Sambre close under the western forts of Namur. 
At femeppe they burned 21 houses; at Ham, 44; 
at Auvelais they burned 123, and killed about 55 
of the inhabitants. Above Auvelais, they crossed 
the Sambre at Tamines" on Aug. 21st. 

At Tamines, ^ain, the French disputed the 
Germans' passage. There was an artillery duel, 
and French rifle fire swept the approaches to the 
bridge. The Germans collected the inhabitants 
of Tamines and lined them up as a screen. " We 
were about 800 persons," states one witness," " in- 
cluding women and children. They put us into a 



" App. 34. 
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were sent off towards the nunnery, white the men 
— 400 of us — were forced to march in ranks of 
four towards the open, between a double line of 
German soldiers. While we were marching the 
Germans kept on firing at us, and in this way piti- 
lessly massacred a considerable number of my 
fellow-citizens. Seeing that numbers of my com- 
rades were being struck down by the shots, I fell 
to the ground myself, though I was not wounded, 
and remained lying there among the corpses, 
without moving, till about midnight. That was 
how I saved my life." 

This witness was more fortunate than most. 
At the first salvo" nearly all the 400 had fallen, 
whether wounded or not ; others had thrown them- 
selves into the Sambre. The latter were drowned 
or were shot by the Germans in the water. Those 
lying unwounded on the ground got up upon a 
German word of command, and were mown down 
immediately by a second hail of bullets — this 
time, it is said, from a machine-gun. Even then 
only about half the 400 were dead; the rest lay 
wounded on the ground, and the Germans went 
round the square, "finishing off" any who showed 
signs of life by bayonet thrusts or blows from the 
butts of their rifles. By the light of lanterns they 
carried on the slaughter far into the night. Many 

" Reply p. 144. 
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be shot in the presence of our wives and children. 
I saw German soldiers who could not refrain from 
bursting into tears on seeing the women's 
despair. . . ." 

During the burial terrible incidents occurred. 
The last witness saw a German doctor order a man 
who was still alive to be buried with the rest. 
"The plank on which he was lying was borne 
on again, and I saw the man raise his arm elbow- 
high. They called to the doctor again, but he 
signified by a gesture that he was to go into the 
grave with the others." 

Most terrible of all were the scenes of recogni- 
tion. " I saw M. X carrying off the body of 

his own son-in-law. He was able to take away 
his watch, but was not allowed to remove some 
papers which were on him." — "A friend," states 
another witness," " told me gently what had hap- 
pened. I went to the public square and saw it 
littered with corpses in all kinds of positions. I 
did not see the bodies of my wife and child then. 
... I saw them for the first time when the dead 
were being buried that afternoon. My wife's body 
had a stab in the head, and also one in the breast, 
on the left side. My little giri had a stab in the 
neck. I saw also the body of the cure of the 
Church of les AIloux. His ears and one arm were 

«brs. 
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at Tamines are known by name. The total number 
of the victims runs to at least a hundred more. 

The German column which had crossed the 
Sambre at Tamines went forward towards the 
south. At Falisolle they burned 31 houses; at 
Arsimont, 163; at Fosse, 70. "Advanced with 
my section into the village of Fosse," writes a 
German officer in his diary." " Some shots were 
fired from a farm, so it was burnt, and Mey with 
it. . . . When the battalion entered the village 
there was a hail of bullets, so we burned the whole 
village, and the Seventh Company got 2,000 
francs." On the road from Fosse to Vitrival, a 
fugitive Belgian soldier " saw a party of civilian 
refugees — ten women and several children — over- 
taken by twenty-four Germans. "A soldier ap- 
proached one of the women, intending to violate 
her, and she pushed him away. He at once struck 
the woman in the breast with his bayonet. I saw 
her fall. Some of the man's comrades laughed 
as he showed them the bayonet dripping with 
blood. He then wiped the bayonet on his coat. 
I am certain that the whole of the twenty-four 
soldiers had been drinking." 

At Roselie-s'"' the Germans killed the cure. At 



" Bland p. 160. 
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Charleroi itself nor Montigny-sur-Sambre nor 
Tamines (which lies just within the Province of 
Namur) — 2,221 more houses were partially burnt 
and pillaged; no men, 9 women, and 8 children 
were killed; 34 men, 12 women, and 3 children 
were wounded; more than 300 men, 250 women, 
249 children, and 63 entire families disappeared. 
The value of the houses burnt was 4,795,937 
francs ; of the houses partially burnt or pillaged, 
1,91 1,799 francs; of the goods and crops destroyed 
or stolen, 2,914,014 francs; of the furniture 
destroyed 2,850,529 francs; amounting to nearly 
12,500,000 francs in all — and it is reckoned that 
the destruction in the remaining communes of the 
Arrondissement of Charleroi amounted to twice as 
much again. To this must be added the official 
requisitions of von Billow's Army and the war con- 
tribution imposed upon the city of Charleroi and 
its urban area, which was fixed at 10,000,000 
francs. 

(vi) From the Sambre to the Marne. 

Maubeuge, the French fortress on the Sambre, 
held out till Sept. 7th, but von Billow swept past 
it towards the Marne. 

On Aug. 26th a Belgian civilian prisoner " saw 
other civilians shot near Maubeuge^ in a field. 

^ b2i. 
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Gosselies and Anderlues.) " The people stand in 
the street, and give us whatever they have. . . :, 

"Aug. 30th, march through the garrison town 
of Noyon and are shot at from the houses. A 
main bridge is blown up just before we can get 
over it; we are under fire from all the houses in 
front of us. Everyone goes for the houses im- 
mediately, and everything is turned upside-down. 
We happen to get into a hotel, and anything that 
anyone can use is taken along. Here a steel 
watch comes into my hands. A bakery is stormed; 
all shops are cleaned out. This makes it a good 
day for us, for we eat what we like — biscuits, figs, 
chocolates, preserves, marmalade. An English 
officer shot with four men, because he wanted to 
blow up a bridge; otherwise everything quiet. 

" Sept. ist, Soissons. Everything usable taken 
along. Wine treated literally like water. . . ." 

This was on von Billow's extreme right flank, in 
contact with von Kluck. His other columns came 
down the other side of Maubeuge, east of the 
Sambre and the Oise. Between Landrecies and 
Guise, a soldier " in the British Army, retreating 
before von Biilow's advance, "saw a party of 
women and children coming along a road. Imme- 
diately behind them were about eight Uhlans, who 
were pushing the women and children along in 

"(f 14. 
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further than the Aisne before they were turned 
back. Following the road from Soissons on the 
Aisne to Chateau-Thierry on the Mame, the 
Uhlans came to Hariennes-et-Taux*^ on Sept. 
2nd. " They pillaged the whole commune," states 
the Mayor, " carrying off linen, wine, and jewel- 
lery." — " The inhabitants," it is stated in a report 
from the British General Staff, "had all taken 
refuge in the cellars of their houses. There were 
only three men in the village, the rest of the popula- 
tion consisting entirely of women and children." A 
French cavalry patrol fired on the Uhlans and 
retired; the Uhlans searched the village, and 
finding the three civilian men in a cellar where 
they had taken refuge, heaped straw at the open- 
ing of the cellar and suffocated them to death. 
" I saw them light the fire," states a witness, " and 
heard the men in the cellar coughing. After about 
twenty minutes, when the fire had gone out, I was 
ordered to go and fetch the bodies. I got out two, 
and fell half -suffocated myself."** 

At Besu Si-'Germain'^ two Germans violated a 
girl of thirteen. At Ckierry *^ they plundered 



*' One 457-460 ; Bland pp. 325-6. 

" The Germans appear to have thought that the men in the 
cellar were the soldiers who had fired on them, but this does not, 
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women — one of them with a baby six months old. 
A man was dragged into the street and shot in 
front of the church. Five women were discovered 
by the Germans hiding in a cellar. "Are you 
going to kill old women ? " asked one of them. 
They hustled her out of the room, and shouted 
to the rest : " All strip naked." None of them 
moved ; the Germans aimed their rifles ; a woman 
raised her arm to push aside one of the barrels, 
and the Germans fired. Two women were 
wounded, one of whom died next day. 

Chdtillon-sur-Morin " was pillaged by the 
Germans on Sept. 6th. They burned twenty-one 
houses out of thirty-six, and two French soldiers 
perished in the flames. They pillaged Cour- 
givaux " on the same date, and murdered a cow- 
herd. " There was a bullet wound in the back of 
his head and a bayonet wound in his chest." But 
von Billow penetrated no further to the south, for 
here d'Esperay fell upon him from the west, and 
Foch from Suzanne. 

This was the track of von Billow's right. His 
left wing — the Prussian Guard — came down by 
the road that leads through Hirson and Reims 
and Epernay. 

At Courey, north-east of Reims, their work is 



' Five 51. 
' Five 25-6- 
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the persons mentioned have been seized as 
hostages by the Commander of the German Army. 
These hostages will be shot if there is the least 
disorder. On the other hand, if the town remains 
absolutely quiet, these hostages and inhabitants 
will be placed under the protection of the German 
Army." The Mayor was compelled to make the 
same announcement in a proclamation signed by 
himself. A list of eighty hostages was appended, 
with a note that "several others" had been taken 
as well. "A hundred hostages," states the Mayor 
in his evidence, " including myself, were led out 
into the country, five hundred yards beyond the 
last houses of Reims." The work of destruction 
that followed is notorious. Driven out of the 
town, the Germans vented their spite on the cathe- 
dral and the inhabitants. By October 7th, 1914, 
three hundred of the civilian population which 
the German Army had " taken under its protec- 
tion " had already been killed by German shells. 
Marfaux^ south-west of Reims, was entered 
by the " Elisabeth Regiment " of the Prussian 
Guard on Sept. 3rd. " Nineteen houses were 
burnt out of thirty-six," states an inhabitant; "the 
pillage was systematic. The valuables and linen 
taken by the soldiers were loaded at once on 
waggons. I and several other inhabitants tried 

» One 67-8. 
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the quarters of von Moltke, the Chief of the 
Gennan General Staff. "Private property," he 
announced in a proclamation dated " Epernay, 
Sept. 4th, 1914," and signed with his name, "will 
be absolutely respected by the German troops. 
Supplies of all kinds serving the requirements 
of the German troops, and particularly provisions, 
will be paid for in cash." Meanwhile, the Direc- 
tor of the Commissariat of the Prussian Guard, 
an official named Kahn, had demanded from the 
municipality, for Sept. 5th, 120,000 kilogrammes 
of oats, 21,000 of bread, 500 of roasted coffee, 
10,000 of preserved vegetables and semolina, and 
12,000 of salt bacon and lard. The municipality 
met the whole of this requisition within the ap- 
pointed time, except for the salt bacon, of which 
there were only 2,000 kilos in the town; where- 
upon Kahn imposed a fine of 176,550 francs on 
Epernay, payable on Sept. 6th at noon, "for 
having failed to deliver in time the provisions 
necessary for the troops." An emergency meet- 
ing of the municipal council was held that evening 
at 9.15 p.m. "In spite of the Mayor's en- 
deavours," it is recorded in the minutes of this 
meeting, " he had not been able to obtain either 
the items of the sum claimed or any reduction in 
the amount of the fine. In default of payment 
of this sum, the German authorities threatened 

[Map 3] 
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remaining inhabitants into the church at the point 
of their bayonets, confined them there for three 
hours, and plundered the village at their leisure 
— a method already practised in the villages round 
Louvain." 

At Baye^ the Germans pillaged practically 
every house in the village, but they busied them- 
selves above all with the cA(i/iea«, which contained 
a famous collection of objects of art, and was 
appropriated as quarters by the Duke of Bruns- 
wick and the staff of the Tenth German Corps. 
Baron de Baye's own bedroom suffered worst of 
all. " The drawers had been left open and 
numbers of objects were lying scattered about the 
floor." The words " I. K. Hoheit " and " Egel- 
berg " were found chalked up on the bedroom 
door. " On Sept. 7th," states an inhabitant of 
Baye, " I was requisitioned by the Germans to 
pick up at the chSteau a cart loaded with .four 
packing-cases and drive it to the neighbourhood 
of Rethel. The cart was ready loaded, and I had 
only to harness my horse to it. When I reached 
my destination three of the cases, which were 
badly nailed up, were emptied into a waggon. 
They were full of little parcels. The third was 
not opened. It was loaded on the waggon as it 
was." 

" See Vol. I. p. 139. 
" One 133-5 
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At Vert- la-Grave lie ** a peasant was wounded 
mortally by a lance-thrust. He dragged himself 
to the door of a house and died. At la Fhe Ckam- 
fenoise " the town clerk was carried away captive 
by a detachment of the Prussian Guard. 

The column to which this detachment belonged 
had come down the high road which runs south- 
ward through Vertus from Epemay. They were 
the extreme left wing of von Billow's Army, and 
they penetrated as far south as his right, which 
had come through Chateau-Thierry and Mont- 
mirail to the Grand Morin. His centre, striving 
to keep in line, descended from Fromentiferes and 
Baye and Coizard into the hollow basin of St. 
Gond, where the Petit Morin River takes its rise. 
The battalions and batteries of the Prussian Guard 
adventured themselves on the solid-seeming clay, 
but on Sept. 9th the rain came down and turned 
the clay to mire. The Prussian Guard were caught 
by the French fire as they battled with the waters, 
and were smitten like Pharaoh and his hosts. 

" One 104. 
»* One 105-6. 
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recorded in the Eleventh Report of the Belgian 
Commission : — 

"On Aug. 2ist, 1914, the Germans bombarded 
the town of Namur, without any previous notice 
being given. The bombardment began at about 
I p.m. and continued for twenty minutes. The 
besieger was in possession of long-range guns, 
which enabled him to fire upon the town before 
the forts had been taken. Shells fell upon the 
prison, the hospital, the burgomaster's house, and 
the railway station, causing conflagrations and 
killing several persons. 

"On Aug. 23rd the German Army pierced the 
exterior line of defence, and the Belgian 4th Divi- 
sion retreated by the angle between the rivers 
Sambre and Meuse, while the greater number of 
the forts were still uAinjured and continuing to 
resist. The German troops penetrated into the 
town of Namur on the same day about 4 p.m. 

" On this day order was preserved; officers and 
soldiers requisitioned food and drink, paying for 
them sometimes with coined money, more often 
with requisition-certificates. Most of the latter 
were bogus documents, but the townspeople were 
trustful and ignorant of the German language, 
and so accepted them without making difficulties. 

" Matters went on in the same way on Aug. 24th 

[Map I] 
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furniture was broken up, and wine and under- 
clothing {even female underclothing) was stolen. 

"Our witnesses have detailed to us several out- 
rages on women. In one case we have evidence 
concerning the rape of a girl by four soldiers. A 
Belgian quartermaster of gendarmes saw the 
daughter of the proprietor of the hotel in which 
he was staying outraged by two German soldiers, 
without being able to intervene for her protec- 
tion, at 4 o'clock in the morning. 

" Many inhabitants of Namur perished during 
the fire and the fusillade. Some aged people 
were left in the burning houses ; others were killed 
in the streets or shot in their own dwellings. In 
all, seventy-five civilians perished in one or other 
of these ways on Aug. 23rd, 24th, and 25th." 

"We crossed Namur during the bombardment 
of the town," states a Belgian soldier,' " and the 
streets were full of the corpses of men, some Bel- 
gian soldiers, priests, women, and children. I 
also saw the headless corpses of a woman and 
child lying over a balcony of a house in one of the 
streets. I think they had been killed during the 
bombardment of the town. In a street at Namur 
I and my two comrades (we had changed into' 
civilian clothes meantime) mixed with a crowd of 
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by Belgians on German troops, so we pillaged 
the goods station straight away. Some cases there. 
Egga, shirts, and anything eatable dragged opt of 
the cases. The safe gutted and the money divided 
among the men. Securities torn up." 

"A child and an old woman were shot," writes 
another near Erezie} " A wounded Belgian was 
carried away half-dead. All revolting and hor- 
rible. From where we are bivouacking we see the 
burning houses in the valley. It is revolting. . . . 
North of our route we passed another large village 
reduced to ashes." 

"At Braibant," writes a third" on Aug. 19th, 
"whatever did not come of its own accord was 
plundered — fowls, eggs, mills, pigeons, calves. 
Many jolly happenings during the plundering. 

"Aug. 20th. — The cavalry and the Marburg 
Jaegers are playing the devil in the surrounding 
villages." 

" At Sfonttn" writes a fourth on Aug. 23rd,' " a 
company of the 107th Regiment and the 108th 
had orders to stay behind and search the village, 
take the inhabitants prisoners, and burn the houses. 
At the entrance to the village, on the right, lay 
two young girls, one dead, the other severely 



' Bland pp. 162-3, 
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show that the populace entirely abstained from 
attacks on the enemy. 

" On Aug. 6th, at Anseremme (Dinant and 
Anseremme, although two separate communes, 
form a single group of houses), Belgian engineers 
fired on a hussar patrol and wounded a horse. At 
Furfooz the dismounted soldier took a farmer's 
horse in exchange for his wounded one. 

" The same day or the day after, three hussars 
appeared in the Rue de Jacques (Ciney road). 
The Belgian carabineers or chasseurs wounded 
one and took him prisoner, and also another, whose 
horse was hit. The third escaped. These men 
belonged to a Hanoverian regiment. 

"On the i2th, at 'aux Rivages ' (Dinant) a 
detachment of the 148th French Infantry annihi- 
lated a cavalry patrol, only one man escaping. 
About the same date another detachment opened 
fire at ' Fonds de Leffe.' Two German cavalry- 
men were killed. 

" On Aug. 15th the Germans attempted to force 
the Meuse at Anseremme, Dinant, and Bouvignes, 
but were repulsed. During the day several Ger- 
man detachments entered the city, but did not 
molest the townsfolk at all. 

" The city and its inhabitants had very little to 
suffer from this engagement, which was, however, 
a very sharp one, and lasted a!! day. A M. 
[Mapi] 
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open the doors and severely wounded three 
people, one at least with the bayonet, and went 
away after setting fire to fifteen or twenty houses 



114 THROUGH DIN ANT TO CHAMPAGNE 

" From the Rue St. Jacques the Germans spread 
over the whole district. They killed people, but 
not so many as at Leffe. The inhabitants were 
shut up in the Premonstratensian Abbey. Every- 
thing was set on fire. They burned the tower and 
roof of our fine old Gothic church. They set fire 
to the doors, but did not succeed in completely 
destroying them. 

" Farther on, the Grand Place and the Rue 
Grande, as far as the Rue du Tribunal, were 
spared for the time being. The Germans did not 
go there. The inhabitants were not interned until 
the next day. 

"On the evening of the 24th and on the 25th, 
they set this part of the city on fire. Only one 
building, the H6tel des Families, remains. 

" fll. From the Rue du Tribunal to the other 
side of the prison the crimes were committed by 
the forces coming down from Mont St. Nicholas. 
I noticed the numbers, looth and loist Foot 
(Saxon). 

"On this route as the troops arrived they 
behaved in the same way as at the Rue St. Jacques 
and at Fonds de Leffe — murder of a number of 
men, and arrest of the women and children. 

" In the rest of the district the people suffered 
various fates. 

" Having been gathered together and kept for 
[Map I] 
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names of some, because they are magistrates and 
officials with whom I am personally acquainted, 
but the number subjected to this treatment was at 
least 150. 

" The other residents in this district were, like 
my family and myself, taken to Bouille and 
crammed into the house, stable, and forge. They 
even overflowed into the street. 

" The people in the forge, including myself, 
were, as I have stated, brought out about two 
o'clock and taken to prison. 

"About six o'clock the others were taken to a 
place in front of my house, not far from the 
prison. There the able-bodied men were taken 
out and lined up in four rows against my garden 
wall. An officer addressed them in German, and 
then, in the presence of the women and children, 
gave the order to fire. All fell down. The 
soldiers looking on from the terrace formed by 
the garden of M. Franquinet, the architect, burst 
into fits of laughter. Encircled by the flames 
which were consuming almost the entire district, 
those whose age or sex had saved them were set 
at liberty. 

" I believe the exact number killed here was 1 29. 

" The volley which struck them down was the 
one that we heard when we were placed in the 
prison yard to be led to death. Thank God, we 
[Map I] 
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in the other districts were either arrested or chased 
by shots. Several were killed, especially by 
soldiers firing across the Meuse. 

" The heights which dominate the city were 
guarded. Some inhabitants who tried to escape 
that way succeeded, but more were arrested or 
killed. 

" Priests and monks, professors at Belle Vue 
College, brothers of the Christian faith and lay 
monks were seized and interned in a convent at 
Marche. Towards the middle of September, 
General von Longchamp, the military governor 
of the Province of Namur, released them with the 
apologies of the German Army ! 

"All Monday and Tuesday the pillaging was 
continued, and the destruction of the city by fire 
was completed. 

"Altogether, in this city of 1,400 dwelling- 
houses and 7,000 inhabitants, 630 to 650 were 
killed, of whom more than 100 were women, 
children under fifteen, and old men. Not 300 
houses remain. 

" Were women outraged ? 

" Only one case came directly under my notice. 
A very respectable citizen told me that, under 
the pretence of searching for weapons, his wife 
had been searched under her underclothes. 

" Dr. X. told me that there were numerous cases 
tMapi] 
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writes an officer of the 178th Saxon Regiment on 
Aug. 23rd, when the butchery was done.' " In most 
cases shots at point-blank range have carried away 
half their skull. Every house along the whole 
valley has been turned upside down, and the 
inhabitants dragged out of the most unlikely 
hiding-places. The men have been shot, the 
women and children placed in the convent. Shots 
came from the convent, and it had a narrow escape 
from being set on fire. . . ." 

" In the evening at 10 o'clock," writes a private 
in the same regiment on the same date," "the first 
battalion went down into the village that had been 
burnt to the north of Dinant. Right at the en- 
trance of the village about 50 civilians lay dead ; 
they had been shot for having fired on our troops 
from ambush. In the course of the night many 
others were shot in the same way, so that we 
could count more than 200. The women and 
children, lamp in hand, were obliged to watch the 
horrible scene. We then ate our rice in the midst 
of the corpses, for we had not tasted food since 
morning." 

Across the Meuse the Saxons turned south, and, 
keeping in touch with von Billow on their right, 
went forward by forced marches into France, still 
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OUT Grenadiers' approach by 3 signal from the 
belfrv. The enemy artillery had fired several 
shells, and wounded or killed some Grenadiers. 
Thereupon the Hossars set fire to the village, and 
the cure and other inhabitants were shot." In the 
whole Canton of Philippeville the Germans 
burned 77 houses down; in the Canton of 
Couvin " they burned 298 houses and killed 
6 civilians. On the road from Philippeville to 
Mariembourg, in this canton, the German cavalry 
drove Belgian peasants in front of them as a 
screen." 

At Gtti (CHossus von Hausen's army entered 
France. " Thank heaven," writes the Saxon officer 
on Aug. 26th," "that for once in a way the divi- 
sional command has intervened energetically 
against this incendiarism and massacre of 
civilians. The charming village of Gue d'Hossus 
appears to have been delivered to the flames when 
entirely innocent. A military cyclist fell off his 
machine, and this made his rifle go off. There- 
upon the male inhabitants were simply thrown into 
the flames. One hopes such horrors will not re- 
occur. At Leffe about 200 were shot — there an 
example was needed. It was inevitable that some 
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firing continued, all the prisoners would be exe- 
cuted. He did so, and, recrossing the Meuse, 
surrendered himself and informed the German 
officers that he had been able to make sure that 
only French soldiers were firing. A few more 
French bullets came, and then a monstrous event 
took place, which one's mind would refuse to 
believe were it not that the survivors who bear 
witness and the gaping wounds of the corpses 
furnished absolutely conclusive proof. The whole 
mass of prisoners — men, women, and children — 
were pushed up against a wall and shot. 

" Eighty victims fell at this spot. 

" Was it here or at the Neffe Viaduct, which I 
mention later, that a three months' old child was 
killed? I no longer remember. 

"That evening the Germans searched among 
the bodies. Under the heap a few poor wretches 
were still living. They were dragged out and 
added to some prisoners brought from elsewhere 
and put to dig a grave for the dead. They were 
to be deported to Germany. Among them was a 
fifteen-year-old boy, the son of Registrar Bourdon, 
who was found under the bodies of his father, 
mother, sister, and brother. 

" Those buried included a woman who was still 
alive. She groaned, but it mattered not. She 
was thrown into the trench with the others. 
[Map i] 
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shoulder and rougiity shaken by an -officer, who 
questioned him in an insulting tone. He came 
out from the examination dazed and tottering, 
and was then made to spend the whole night in 
the rain, in the courtyard of a school. 

"On the nth they reached Vouziers and were 
kept there till the 14th in a stable, where they had 
to lie on sodden sawdust. The 13th was a par- 
ticularly atrocious day. Soldiers, especially 
officers, came in large numbers with the deliberate 
purpose of amusing themselves by tormenting the 
cure. They spat in his face, flogged him with 
their horse-whips, threw him in the air and then 
let him fall on the ground, kicked him or slashed 
him with their spurs all over the arms, thighs, and 
chest. 

"After these abominable outrages M. Oudin 
was reduced to such a condition of weakness that 
his groans were hardly audible. On the 15th he 
was taken to Sedan, and in a hospital there he 
almost immediately succumbed. Mougeot, one 
of his companions in misery, who had also been 
beaten about the body and had several ribs broken, 
was removed about the same time to the Fabert 
Barracks. There, as a witness describes it, the 
Germans threw him on the straw like a dog and 
left him to die untended. 

" Mile. C6te was also the victim of monstrous 

[Map 4] 
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burnt, II civilians shot, and the cure hanged in 
the church ; at Tintigny and Ansari 90 were shot, 
including the cur^. Only three houses at Tin- 
tigny were left standing. At Baramy only four 
houses were left, and the cure was shot with two 
of his parishioners. At Ethe 197 were shot. " In 
the night," writes a Gennyn diarist, " Ethe was 
entirely in flames, and it was a magnificent sight 
from a distance. The next day, Aug. 23rd, Ethe 
was in ruins, and we looted everything that was 
left in the way of provisions. We carried off 
quantities of bacon, eggs, bread, jam, tobacco, 
cigars, cigarettes and, above all, wine for our 
regiment." At Latour, beyond Ethe, on the way 
to the French frontier, they shot the cur^, his 
retired predecessor, and 69 other civilians. In 
these districts of Belgian Luxembourg which were 
traversed by the Crown Prince's army 523 civilians 
are known to have been massacred; and it is 
reckoned by the Belgian Commission that in the 
whole province a thousand were massacred alto- 
gether, and more than 3,000 houses burnt, by the 
Crown Prince and the Duke of Wiirtemberg 
between them. 

Passing the Meuse below the forts of Verdun, 
the Crown Prince carried the German Terror into 
the Argonne. Clermont*^ was the first town in 

" One 157-9. 
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before leaving, tbef set fire to it with ^rrenades as 
well as with vessels full of inSammable Ik]aid, 
containing wicks. 

"After the burning of Clermont, the body of 
the Mayor of Vauquois, M. Poinsignon (which was 
completely carbonised), and that of a yoong boy 
of eleven, who had been shot at point-blank range, 
were found. 

" When the fire was ont pillage recommenced 
in the houses which the flames had spared. Furni- 
ture carried off from the house of M. Desforges 
and stuffs stolen from the shop of M. Nordmann, 
a draper, were heaped together in motor-cars. An 
army doctor (medecin-major) took possession of 
all the medical appliances tn the hospital, and an 
officer of superior rank, after having put up a 
notice forbidding pillage on the entrance door of 
the bouse of M. Lebondidier, had a great part of 
the furniture of this house carried away on a 
carriage, intending it, as he boasted without any 
shame, for the adornment of his own villa." 

At St. Andrd" the Germans herded the in- 
habitants into a barn, and shot a man who had 
stayed behind to watch over the dead body of his 
wife — she had been killed the day before by a 
shell. They burned down two-thirds of Butain- 

" One 170. 
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.ne SE^-anaz: am- viud: —osacd the frontier 
:'r a Ihk reTwser Tn:,^rvne and The Vosges was 
inieDj^f IT 'afce 'fm ixtt^b of Verdun in the 
£ank snz rear, f .irre e r-^sage south of it across 
■die Meuse, and -■ .\x iiEzins irhi ihe Croini Prince 
is The Ttl^er rf die XEmf^ as "die Saxons joined 
TOE Eul:**". bervTf^x Me-jse ar.d Sambre, round the 
southen: r! p-V cf Nanzr. Bj:: the Bavarians were 
dieckec at ar: earlier s:are in iheir in^^asion than 
the aiTzies on iheir ri^ii. The howitzers wMch 
had shattoed the f :r^ of Namur made no impres- 
sion on the field-KDrks of Verdun — thrown up at 
a week's notice, when :be fall of Namur had shown 
the weakness of the old svstem and the possibility 
of improvisation. X'o-dun remained a barrier 
between the Bavarians in the Woevre and the 
Crown Prince in the Argonoe. Instead of passing 
the Meusc, they seized, too late for use, the single 
bridge-head of St. Mihiel. Pont-a-Mousson held 
out against them, almost within range of the guns 
of Metz, and Nancy was never in their hands. 
Yet though they failed of theii" strategic aim and 
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Infantry Regiment levelled his rifle at M. Lher- 
mitte, as he was going indoors, and killed him. 
He then opened the breech of his rifle to extract 
the empty cartridge and quietly got into a regi- 
mental cart. 

"Mme. Berard, the wife of a soldier on 
active service, was ordered to give some men of 
the 66th and 68th Bavarian Regiments something 
to drink. She had already drawn a large number 
of buckets of water for them, when an oflicer — 
or a non-commissioned officer — considering that 
she had done enough, commanded her to go back 
home. As the Germans were firing at the house, 
Mme. Berard hid herself in the cellar with her 
three children — Jean, aged six; Maurice, aged 
two; Jeanne, aged nine — and the Aufiero family. 
But soon she noticed petrol being poured through 
the ventilator, found herself suddenly surrounded 
by flames, and rushed out wildly, carrying one of 
the little boys under each arm, while her little 
daughter and young Beatrice Aufiero ran beside 
her, clinging to her dress. 

"Just as the party were crossing the stream 
called the Rougeval, a few steps from the house, 
the Bavarians opened fire on the fugitives. Little 
Jean was struck in the thigh, low down on the leg, 
and in the breast, and cried out : ' Oh ! mother, I 
am hurt ! ' He died immediately. Beatrice 

[Map 4] 




VI. THE RAID INTO LORRAINE. 

(i) From the Frontier to St. Mihiel. 

The Bavarian army which crossed the frontier 
on a line between Thionville and the Vosges was 
intended to take the fortress of Verdun in the 
flank and rear, force a passage south of it across 
the Meuse, and join hands with the Crown Prince 
in the valley of the Marne, as the Saxons joined 
von Biilow, between Meuse and Sambre, round the 
southern flank of Namur. But the Bavarians were 
checked at an earlier stage in their invasion than 
the armies on their right. The howitzers which 
had shattered the forts of Namur made no impres- 
sion on the field-works of Verdun — thrown up at 
a week's notice, when the fall of Namur had shown 
the weakness of the old system and the possibility 
of improvisation. Verdun remained a barrier 
between the Bavarians in the Woevre and the 
Crown Prince in the Argonne. Instead of passing 
the Meuse, they seized, too late for use, the single 
bridge-head of St. Mihiel. Pont-^-Mousson held 
out E^ainst them, almost within range of the guns 
of Metz, and Nancy was never in their hands. 
Yet though they failed of their strategic aim and 

[Frontispiece] 
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on sanitation which produced an outbreak of 
dysentery and croup. 

The Germans left their trail in the Woevre from 
north to south. "At Loufmont" writes a diarist 
on Sept. 5th," "a tine country house; beautiful 
room with Persian carpet ; on carpet slaughtered 
sow; in the bed sucking-pig, also slaughtered; 
blood running down the stairs." 

Loupmont lies a few miles south-east of St. 
Mihiel, where the Bavarians reached the Meuse 
and were brought to a stand. 

(ii) From the Frontier to Luniville. 

Further east, the Bavarian centre never reached 
the Meuse at all. Pont-a-Mousson^* on the 
Moselle, was bombarded year in and year out 
from the beginning of the war, and by Nov. loth, 
1914, fourteen of the civilian inhabitants had 
already been killed, but the Bavarians never 
entered the town, and it escaped the horrors per- 
petrated by the 2nd and 4th Bavarian Infantry 
Regiments at Nomeny " on the Seille. 

" We experienced real horror," state the French 
Commission, "when we found ourselves before 
the lamentable ruins of Nomeny. With the ex- 

■^ Bfand pp. 197-8. 
" One 173 

'* One 174-198; Bland pp. 200-215. 
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refugees then made an effort to flee, but they were 
struck down one after the other as they came out. 
M. Mentr^ was murdered first; then his son Leon 
fell with his little sister, aged eight, in his arms. 
As he was not killed outright, the muzzle of a rifle- 
barrel was thrust against his head and his brains 
blown out. Then it was the turn of the Kieffer 
family. The mother was wounded in the arm and 
shoulder. The father and a little boy aged ten and 
a little girl aged three were shot. The murderers 
went on firing on them after they had fallen. 
Kieffer, stretched on the ground, received another 
bullet in the forehead, and his son had the top of his 
head blown off by a shot. Last of all M. Strieffert 
and one of Vasse's sons were murdered, while 
Mme. Mentre received three bullets, one in 
the left leg, another in th*e arm on the same side, 
and one on her forehead, which was only grazed. 
M. Guillaume was dragged into the street and 
there found dead. Simonin, a young girl of seven- 
teen, came out last from the cellar with her sister 
Jeanne, aged three. The latter had her elbow 
almost carried off by a bullet. The elder girl 
flung herself on the ground and pretended to 
be dead, remaining for five minutes in terrible 
anguish. A soldier gave her a kick, crying 
' Kaput ! ' 
"An officer arrived at the end of this butchery, 

[Map 5] 
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official list of civilian victims over a period of 
many months is given in the fifth volume of the 
French Commission's Reports — and there was 
no point west of Lun^ville where the Bavarians 
reached the Meurthe. They bore down in strength 
upon Lun^vilie from the north, burning and kill- 
ing on a broad front as they advanced. 

Brin,"" the first village on the French side of 
the frontier, was plundered and burnt. At Erbe- 
viller''* the male inhabitants were arrested, 
threatened with death, and locked up in a bam, 
on the pretext that German sentries had been 
shot at by one of them. " I am not certain that 
it was these men who fired" the German officer 
confided to a woman of Erbeviller the same 
evening, "and I will let them go to-morrow 
morning if you can pay me immediately a thou- 
sand francs." The ransom was paid, and the 
receipt which the officer signed for it is in the 
French Commissioners' hands." 

Rimer&ville ^ was plundered and burnt sys- 
tematically on Sept. 7th. A hundred and six 
houses were burnt here, and 29, including the 
Mairie, at Courbessaux,'^ where the Bavarians 

" One 370 ; Bland p. ig8. 
" One 357-3. 
" -^e 358. 
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Other Bavarian columns descended on Lun^- 
ville by parallel routes to the east. At Arracourt^ 
where these crossed the frontier, they shot a 
civilian and burned 5 houses. Their officers 
plundered and defiled the CMteau de Bauze- 
mont " — staff officers* wives were observed remov- 
ing the loot in motor-cars, and when the French 
troops returned they found that the floors and beds 
had been carefully covered with filth. At Ein- 
vUU'^ the Bavarians murdered four civilians — 
one of them after brutal torments. " They led 
him past our house," states a witness " ; " his nose 
had been almost hacked off, his eyes were hag- 
gard, and he seemed to have aged ten years in a 
quarter of an hour. A high officer came up and 
said something in German, and eight soldiers led 
the prisoner away to his fate. Ten minutes later 
I saw them return without him, and one of them 
said in French ; ' He died before . . .' " — ^before 
what refinement of torture will never be known. 
In the course of an action with the French the 
Bavarians forced the Mayor of Einville to find 
civilians to bury the dead. Three of those im- 
pressed were wounded and one killed while 
engaged on this task. The mayor himself, with 

«• One 368-9. 
•" One 299-3CXX 
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the sharp report of your own Gennao rifle. I 
certainly recognise it myself." The officer, the 
cure adds, did not pursue the conversation further. 
At EmbfTmenil^ further east again, the 
Bavarians shot a woman with child and a young 
man in the sight of the rest of the inhabitants; 
but this was later — on Nov. 5th — and meanwhile 
their columns, advancing from north-west and 
north and north-east, had occupied Luneville for 
three full weeks — Aug. 22nd to Sept. nth — and 
had perpetrated there some of the worst atrocities 
of any that were done in the whole invasion of 
Belgium and France. 

(iii) Luneville. 

The outbreak of the Bavarians at LuHiville " 
on Aug. 25th bears a sinister resemblance to the 
outbreak at Louvain, on the same date, of other 
German troops; but there is little likelihood that 
these outbreaks were timed to coincide, and little 
evidence, even, that either of them was precon- 
certed, at a fixed hour, by the Higher Command. 
The outbreaks themselves, and the extraordinarily 
similar courses they followed, are accounted for 
by the general spirit which the Higher Command 
instilled into the German soldiery, and by the 

"One 363-5. 

" One 199-244; Five 144-7: German Pi oclamaliotts : "Scraps 
of Paper," pp. 10-11 (=One 202 = Bland pp. loo-i), 12-3, 14-5, 
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JeannKKit was piundercd. The objects stolen were 
loaded (ki to a large Tehicle in which there were 
three womov <=>dc of litexa. dressed in black and 
the two others wearing military costumes, and ap- 
pearing, as we were tald, to be canteen-women. 

" On the 25th the attitude of the invaders sud- 
denly chang^ed. M. Keller, the mayor, went to 
the ho^ital abont half -past three in the afternoon, 
and saw soldiers firing in the direction of the attic 
of a odgfabooring house, and heard the whistling 
of the bullets, which speared to him to come from 
behind. The Germans declared to him that the 
inhabitants had fired on than. He protested, and 
oSdcd to go round the town with them in order 
to [wove the absurdity of this allegation. His pro- 
posal was accepted, and as at the begiiming of the 
circuit they came across the body of M. Crombez 
in the street, the officer commanding the escort 
said to M. Keller ; ' You see this body. It is that 
of a civilian who has been killed by another civilian 
who was firing on us from a house near the Syna- 
gogue. Thus, in accordance with our law, we have 
burnt the house and executed the inhabitants.' He 
was speaking of the murder of a man whose timid 
character was known to all, the Jewish officiating 
minister Weill, who had just been killed in his 
house, together with his sixteen-year-old daughter. 
The same officer added ; ' In the same way we 

[Maps] 
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conunune in some sense and was in chaise of the 
requisitioning. 

"After having committed numerous acts of 
pillage at Luneville, after having burnt about 
70 houses with torches, petrol, and various in- 
cendiar)' machines, and after having massacred 
peaceful inhabitants, the German miJitary authori- 
ties thought it well to put up the following pro- 
clamation, in which they formulated ridiculous 
accusations to justify the extortion of enormous 
contributions in the form of an indemnity : — 

" ' Notice to the Population. 

" ' On Aug. 25th, 1914, the inhabitants of Lune- 
ville made an attack by ambuscade against 
the German columns and transport. On 
the same day the inhabitants fired on hos- 
pital buildings marked with the Red Cross. 
Further, shots were fired on the German 
wounded and the military hospital contain- 
ing a German ambulance. On account of 
these acts of hostility a contribution of 
650,000 francs is imposed on the Commune 
of Luneville- The mayor is ordered to 
pay this simi — 50,000 francs in silver and 
the remainder in gold — on Sept. 6th, at 
9 o'clock in the morning, to the representa- 
[Map5] 
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St. Mickel-suT-M euTihe ** they burned three, and 
murdered two old men — respectively seventy-one 
and seventy-five years old — in the hamlet of 
Saulceray of the same commune. In the hamlet 
of Bourmont," of the commune of Nomfatelize, 
they seized three men, dragged them to the rail- 
way station at St. Michel, lined them up for half 
an hour against a stack of timber, then shot one 
and compelled the other two to dig his grave. 
The murdered man's wife died the day after of 
the shock. 

Pressing up the Meurthe, the Bavarians arrived 
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This last German advance was made in three 
stages : the capture of Termonde and Alost, the 
capture of Antwerp, and the march from the 
Scheldt to the Yser. The last stage rivalled in 
speed, and in the extent of territory overrun, the 
movements of von Kluck and von Biilow in the 
month that followed the declaration of war, and 
all three stages brought destruction upon the 
qivilian population. 

Termonde and Alost were the principal points 
on the line of the Dender, which the Belgian Army 
had held against the Germans since Aug. 19th, 
1914. They were a rampart thrust out southward 
from the fortress of Antwerp, screening its com- 
munications with the French and British positions 
on the Channel coast. It was a precarious screen, 
but the Germans could not strike at Antwerp freely 
till they had brushed it away. 

The treatment of Termonde ^ is described 
in the Ninth Report of the Belgian Commis- 



" The Communes of Lebbeke and of St. Gilles- 
lez-Termonde contain, with the town of Termonde 
itself, a total of over 26,000 inhabitants. These 
places, together with the village of Appels (with 

p. 40 {German Prodamation) \ 
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804 TEBMONDE AND ALOST 

" At 7.30 p.m. the enemy entered the town. 
When the Belgian troops continued to fire from 
the further bank of the Scheldt, some German 
soldiers compelled Dr. Van Winckel to accom- 
pany them to the river; the man who was on his 
right hand was killed, the man on his left severely 
wounded. 

" That evening the Germans pillaged the cellars 
of three houses which had escaped the devasta- 
tions of Sept. 4th, 5th, and 6th. All the night 
the officers kept up a drinking bout in the square 
before the Linen Market where they had lighted 
two large fires. 

"Next day (Sept. r7th) the town was shelled 
again from 4 to 4.45 p.m. One shell struck the 
tower of the Town Hall, which caught fire. The 
communal library and the archives fell a prey to 
the flames, but the pictures were saved with three 
exceptions. 

"After the fall of Antwerp the Germans occu- 
pied Termonde in force. They drove out the few 
inhabitants who remained, and proceeded to 
plunder all that was left in the town, the factories 
were robbed of all finished products and of certain 
raw materials. The Law Courts, the Arsenal, and 
almost all the few private houses that still stood 
intact were set on fire. 

" It is clear from the statement that is herein 
[Frontispiecel 
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There were outrages of this kind throughout the 
Ypres district, for the Germans, when they encoun- 
tered military resistance, invariably took their re- 
venge on the civilian population. In one place 
the corpses were found of three boys and a girl, 
between seven and twelve years old"; in another 
the corpses of a woman and a twelve-months-old 
baby — both their throats were cut, and the bed on 
which they were lying was soaked in blood. " 

The bloodshed was varied by sexual bestiality. 
At Wytsckaete, " for example, where there is no 
evidence of massacre, most of the women in the 
village were raped by Uhlan patrols. At Locre"' 
a woman was raped when she was on the point of 
giving birth to a child. At BaiUeui,^ on the 
French side of the Franco- Belgian frontier, there 
is sworn evidence for the violation of at least 30 
women and girls during the eight days of the Ger- 
man occupation. 

"At least five officers were guilty of such 
offences," Professor Morgan states in his summary 
of the depositions, " and where the ofiicers set the 
example the men followed. The circumstances 
were often of a peculiarly revolting character; 

•^ k 22. 

« kafi. 

" M. pp. 68, 71. 

" M pp. 57-8, 67, 86-94 i Bryce pp. 195-6. 
[Frontispiece] 



